Identifying News Tips 
Identifying News Tips 

1. Using the Who Cares? method 

asking yourself who cares about this story, person, event or issue 


NOT all events can be evaluated in this way 

2. The Elements of News 
a. timeliness 
b. proximity 
c. prominence 
d. consequence 
e. human interest 
f. conflict 
g. other factors 
3. News arithmetic

1 ordinary person + 1 ordinary life = 0 


1 ordinary person + 1 extraordinary adventure = news 


1 husband + 1 wife = 0 


1 husband + 3 wives = news 


1 bank cashier + 1 spouse + 7 children = 0 


1 bank cashier - $20,000 = news 


1 person + 1 achievement = news 


1 ordinary person + 1 ordinary life of 79 years = 0 


1 ordinary person + 1 ordinary life of over 100 years = news  

