Ch. 8: Handling Quotes Fairly & Accurately  
Handling Quotes Fairly & Accurately  

Attribution Verbs 

· Said is the safest verb of all 
· Other verbs: 
· A speaker may note that which is true  
· Pointed out has much the same meaning 
· “The sun comes up in the east and sets in the west,” she noted...
· The coach pointed out that the team is 2-8 this year and said that it should not be favored in the State game. 
· Charged is, in fact, a “charged” word and should be avoided except when a charge is actually being made:
· The NCAA charged that State had violated recruiting rules and should be placed on probation. 
· No one may accurately comment about anything very important, because a comment is a casual remark. 
· Claimed is reserved for people asserting a right. 
· Use stated only in reference to a formal statement that has been issued. 
· Use added if the words come almost as an afterthought: 
· “We would like to win the national championship,” the coach said. He added that he doubted it would happen. 
· There are times when no attribution is needed because the speaker is clearly implied. 

Principal Rufus Moore, Jr., said that school would be dismissed in case of snow emergencies.


“We don’t want anyone hurt just to cram another day of classwork into the schedule.” 


Moore added that any school-closing decisions would be broadcast over radio and TV stations.  

· Buried quote: 

The cafeteria manager said the need for space was becoming crucial. ” If ... hallways.”


The ... crucial.


“If the dining area isn’t enlarged, we’ll be having students eating in the hallways.” 

Using Quotes: Checklist 

· Are sources clearly identified when they are quoted? 
· Is the story a mix of text and interesting, relevant direct quotations? 
· Are paraphrases used in place of rambling speeches and lists of facts? 
· Are all important, controversial, or opinion-based statements clearly attributed? 
· Is the story free from grammatical errors and in accordance with the publication and general AP style? 

