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The lead should have impact and it should come to the point quickly.You should avoid quote and question leads.   

Inverted Pyramid Lead 

· most important detail or details are the lead 
· a very brief summary; nearly always one sentence (an AP lead is generally a bit longer) 
· for example, if you want to tell a friend about an American football game, you begin by telling who won; you don’t start with the kickoff 
AP or Summary Lead 

· straightforward, no-nonsense 
· start quickly with the news and follow it with attribution, give the verb and its subject, and finally the time element
· the news must be in the first few words of the lead 
Writing an Effective Lead 

· be creative and objective 
· the bottom line is that you need o make the lead work for you 
· the best lead tells the story best 
The 6 W’s 

· before beginning to write your lead, first write out the answers to these basic questions of journalistic writing 
· put them in order of importance 
· your lead should stress the most important ones, usually who and what 
Writing Captivating Leads 

· make your lead introduce your angle- your unique take on the story 
· consider using why and how leads instead of who and what leads 
· a why lead concentrates on the cause or reason behind the news
· a how lead explains the way something happened 
· avoid when leads, unless the time something occurred is by far the most important factor 
· avoid starting with a reference to your school or a school group
· avoid stating the obvious 
· avoid starting with There is/was/are, It is/was, This is/was.
· create a question in the reader’s mind - of course without actually asking a question   
Checklist 

· Does the lead summarize the main facts of the story in one sentence? 
· Is it written in a succinct [sək'sɪŋ(k)t] (briefly and clearly expressed) and direct, yet interesting, and why? 
· Does the lead avoid express my opinion? 
· Have I avoided beginning with a question or a quote? 
· Is the lead correctly punctuated and free from capitalization and spelling errors?

