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Writing News Stories 

Building on the Lead 

· Use a quote, also called a back-up quote 
· it links the lead to the second paragraph 
· it’s also considered a transition 
Transitions 

· Useful transitional words: for example, besides, consequently, however, likewise, nevertheless, then, later, and, but, or, also, therefore, meanwhile, thus, in addition, finally, in general 
· other transitions: quotation marks, italics, paragraphs, words, phrases, repetition 
· transitions should be unobtrusive
Body of the Story 

· opening paragraph should present basic facts
· subsequent paragraphs should summarize and present reactions (if applicable) 
· each successive paragraph is just a little less important than the previous one  
· for more info about drafting, writing leads, and using transitions see TIME to Write, pp.512-513 
Other Organizational Patterns 

· storytelling style: the writer sets a scene, introduces the characters, and narrates the events, weaving in fact and opinions from sources  
· combination style: combines the summary lead of the inverted-pyramid style with a chronological storytelling style (good for action stories) 
· sidebars provide extra detail or color and may include graphics  
Newspaper Style 

· follow the AP stylebook for capitalization, abbreviation, spelling, and usage 
· you need to be politically correct 
· no offensive terms related to race or ethnic background 
· eliminate sexist language (see “Words Worth Considering” on page 164) 
· be succinct [sək'sɪŋ(k)t]: in other words, develop a clear, simple, concise way of expressing yourself 
· use clear, simple words such as buy, site, same and so on 
· avoid jargon, specialized language of a group, unless you translate it 
· write straightforward sentences 
· avoid redundancy, cliches, fear of repetition, passive voice
· common cliches: avoid like the plague, beat around the bush, hit the nail on the head, last but not least, raining cats and dogs, white as a sheet  
· state who did what, not what was done by whom 
· for more info about drafting, editing, and using the passive voice, see TIME to Write, pp.512-519 
Checklist 

· Does the story begin with a succinct and direct, yet interesting, lead? 
· Does a back-up quote or other transition connect the lead with a new paragraph? 
· Is the style used to develop the story--inverted pyramid, chronological, or a combination--appropriate to the content? 
· Are the majority of the sentences simple decorative ones? 
· Have I avoided sexist language and other offensive terms, big words, cliches, and jargon? 
· Have I included an interesting, appropriate headline? 
· Is the story free from errors in sentence structure, capitalization and punctuation, and spelling? 
· Does the story follow general AP style? 

